THE KEION OF ASSHUBBANAPAL.           281

unselfish rule. Even unto this very reign barbaric
treatment of men who yearned for liberty had been
the rule and not the exception. That which had
been founded by the sword and maintained by the
sword would not survive if the sword lost its
keenness or the arm which wielded it lost its
strength or readiness. This had happened in the
days of Asshurbanapal. He had conquered but
little new territory, made scarcely any advance, us
most of the kings who preceded him had done,
lie had not only not made distinct advances, he
had actually beaten a retreat, and the empire was
smaller. Worse than even this, he had weakened
the borders which remained, and had not erected
fortresses, as had Sargon mid Esarhnddon and
even Sennacherib, for the defense of the frontier
against aggression. He had gained no now allies,
and had shown no consideration or friendship for
any people who might have been won to join
hands with Assyria when the hour of struggle be-
tween the Semites and the Indo-Europeans should
come. On the contrary, his brutality, singularly
unsuited to his period and his position of grow-
ing weakness, his bloodthirstiness, his destructive
raids into the territories of lus neighbors, had in-
creased the hatred of Assyria into a passion. All
these things threatened the end of Assyrian pres-
tige, if not the entire collapse of the empire.

The culture which Asshnrbanapal had nurtured
and disseminated was but a cloak to cover the
nakedness of Assyrian savagery. It never became